
To whom i t  may concern.

Fo r  some yea rs ,  I  have  had  the  p leasu re  o f  f o l - l ow ing  the
r n f  r . r r n ^ A 1 a n i n 1 ]  w o r k  o f  T h e o  B a r t h  ( n o  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n )  .  M y  c o n t a c tc l I I  L i l r  V I J V J V y  f v (

w i t h  h im  s ta r ted  when  my  pub l i she r  engaged  h im  in  1993  to  t rans la te  a

s e t  o f  e s s a y s  o f  m i n e  f r o m  E n g l i s h  t o  N o r w e g i a n  - -  a  t a s k  h e

accomp l i shed  ve ry  success fu l l y .  Subsequen t l y ,  I  f o l l owed  h i s  emp i r i ca l

and  theo re t i ca l -  wo rk  du r ing  h i s  s tud ies  o f  chang ing  Jew ish  i den t i t y  and
- ^ ^ - i - r  n r a : - i z a t i o n  i n  E u r o p e .  B a r t h  p r o v e d  h i m s e l f  a  p e r s i s t e n t  a n d> ( J ( - - L C 1 r  \ J r 9 A r r l .

i nnova t i ve  f i e ldworke r  and  soc ia l  ana lys t ,  d r i ven  by  bo th  emp i r i ca l

cu r ios i t y  and  an  unusua l -  sense  o f  t heo re t i ca l  p rob lem.  The  European

Jew ish  scene  i s  h igh l y  d i ve rse ,  comp lex ,  and  dynamic , '  and  he  pu rsued

i t - s  c . o m n l e x i t i e s  w i t h  a  s w i f t  g r a s p  b o t h  o f  i t s  l o c a l  a n d  h u m a n  d e t a i l s

:nd  ' i  f  s  c rene ra f  f ea tu res  and  p rocesses .  Mos t  impress i ve ,  pe rhaps ,  was

h is  con t i nuous l y  sea rch ing  and  c r i t i ca l -  ana ly t i ca l  w i l l ,  neve r  op t i ng

fo r  t he  eas ie r  answers  and  more  super f i c i a l  reso lu t i ons ,  bu t  s tead i l y
: d r r a n c ' i  n r y  l _  h a  q - ^ r 1 o  a n d  q r r h l _  l e ] -  r r  o f  h i  s  i  n s i  o h t s  -q v v q t r v l r r Y  L r r v  r v v l / u  r q v u r v e J

t-.
T h e o  B a r t h  h a s  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  s e v e r a l  f i l e d s  a n d  c r o s s -

d i s c i p l i n e s ,  b u t  t h e  s t u d y  o f  E u r o p e a n  J e w s  n o  d o u b t  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s

m a i o r  w o r k  s o  f a r  O f  n : r f i c u f a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t  t o  m e  h a s  b e e n  h i sI r L q J  v !  I r e !  u .

app l i ca t i on  o f  some p rov i s iona l -  i deas  o f  m ine  i n  rega rd  to  genera t i ve

mode f  bu i l d ing ,  and  the  cha rac te r  o f  t he  d i so rde red  sys tems  tha t  a re

cha rac te r i s t i c  f ea tu res  o f  comp lex  soc ie t i es .  He  has  sough t  t o  deve lop

these  r :on r :en1 -s  fo r  t he  ana lys i s  o f  h i s  own  ma te r ia l s  w i th  o r i g ina l i t y

and  c rea t i v i t y ,  t he reby  s ign i f i can t l y  advanc ing  ou r  ana ly t i ca l

unders tand ing  o f  p rocesses  o f  soc ia l  i n te rac t i on  and  emergen t  f o rms  in

comp lex  soc ia l  sys tems .  I n  h i s  p resen t  manusc r ip t ,  wh ich  he  i s  now

submi t t i ng  fo r  t he  d r .  ph i l os .  deg ree  i n  Os Io ,  he  p rov ides  wha t  i n  my
_ i r r c l o m e n f  . i  s  a n  i m n o r f a n f  _  c ^ ^ ^ . j - . ^ ! . . i - . -  - ^ r  1 . . i ^ l - r , ,  ^ * . l d i n a l  s f r r c l r r _  b O t hJ u u y r r r E r r u  J o  q r r  f r t L I J v ! u q r r u t  I C t > U I I f C r L r l l 9 t  O . I I L T  l l r V I l r y  U r r Y r r r q r  J u u u J t

l - h o n r o f i r - e l ' l  r r  a n d  e m n i r i r - a l l v -  T  h e ' l  i e r r e  i t  s h o u l d  s t i m u l a t e  m u c h

though t  and  d i scuss ion ,  and  I  sha l - I  be  fo l - l ow ing  h i s  f u tu re  work  i n

t h e s e  f i e l d s  w i t h  t h e  q r e a t e s t  o f  i n t e r e s t .
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